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CORKKSPllAIL»tN<:E BbiTWKKN THE SECRETARYOF Wii AN D GEN. GAINES.

UllDEK* 0» UUI. UAINU AND THE ADJUTANT
t

(JENEBAL.

MtmmtnJum ef lit militia or voluntas/ forte recently
tailed, «r aulkur utti la be called, imtf the errviae of
tin United States, by Brevet Brigadier Venerei

1. May J, 1844. (ianaral Gaines to Major W.
H- Chase, corps ot engineers Authorizes lu* lu
iniMitr mio the service of the United States any voluittaartra*(K for Tmm that my offer, anddaspatch
them to New Ortaana.
a May 8. 1846.dan CJainaa to Colonel Crane,

A ret artillery; Authorizes him to accept the eervioee
of one oa more volunteer companies; bee requested
governor of Alabama to scad two volunteer companiesto Peaeacola harbor.

1 May 9. 1044.General Oemae to Lethyeew 1
Maunders, fSkq t Authorizes him to raise a regiment
of mounted gun men, from live hundred to a thou-
sand.

4 May 11, 181b..General Gamca to Secretary
of War Hea invited into the service several regt-
meats of mounted gun men, to rendezvous at Fort
Jeaup, in the present month, (May,) and to press
forward from thence to the Rio Grande, through
Tease, 1

5. May 11, 1846 .General Gaines to Major A.
M Dunn: Authnrnea him to raise a company of
one hundred men, to garrison Baton Rouge barracks,and guard the public properly there.
A May 19, 1846 .General Gaines to Major I

Albert Rueu Authorises him to raise a regiment
or a belts mn of mounted gun men, to consiet of 1

tan, or not leea than live companies, io number sixty <

to one hundred men each, to serve six months, un- <

less sooner discharged. I
7. May 12, 1846..General Gsinea to Col. W. i

B Lewie: Authorizes him to raise a regiment or a

bsilalton of mounted gun men. to consist of not
lets than five, nor to exceed ten compantea, of from t

sixty to one hundred men each, to serve for six

months, unless sooner discharged. |
8. May 13, 1846 .General Gaines to Colonel

Balie Peyton: Authorizes him to raise a regiment,
*- nf ian lAinainiM of from sixtv lo one

hundred men each.six of infantry, and four of
riflemen.for a terra of six months, unleaa sooner

discharged.
9 Msy 14, 1846..General Gaines to Mnjor F.

Bui aeon: Authorises him to raise a battalion, to
consist of two companies from sixty to a hundred
strong each, l» serve as arti&ret* and infantry, fur
six months, unleaa sooner discharged. I

10. May 16, 1846..General Gaines to Jno. S.
Gilbert: Authorizes him to raise u regiment or a

battalion of mounted gun men, to consist of from
five to ten companies of from sixty to a hundred
men each, to serve for six months, unless sooner

discharged. j
11. May 20, 1846..General Gaines to E. Fea-

therslon; W M Fulton Wm. 8. Hays; JR.
Creecy; and R. D. Tracy: Authorizing them to raise

one regiment each, to serve as infantry or riflemen,
to consist of ten companies, of sixty to one hundred
men each, to serve lor six months, unless sooner

discharged.
IS. Msy 22, 1846 .General Gaines to P. B.

Starke: Authorizes him to raise a regiment of drs.

Cos, to consist of ten companies of sixty to one

idrsd men each, is serve for six months, unless
sooner discharged.

recapitulation.
1. Any volunteer force that may offer. ,

2. Three or more companies.
3. One regiment. I
4. Several regiments of mounted gun-men.
5. One company. i

6. One battalion, or regiment.
7 One battalion, or regiment.
8. One regiment. j
9. One battalion of two companies. (

10. One battalion, or regiment. ,

11. Five regiments. ,

12. One regiment.
Total : Besides calls for indefinite numbers of vol-

snteers from States, and sundry civilians appointed
acting quartermasters^ paymasters, commissaries,
inspecting and mustering officers, adjutants, chap-
laina, ciorna, ha..

Note As far aa can be ascertained the volunteerforce called for bv General Gaines may exceed
12,000, besides a regiment of foot from Missouri,
which has been accepted by the War Department.
Wis Department, June 6, 1846.

Adjutant General's Optics,
Washington, July 28, 1845.

8ia: By direction of the Secretary of War, I have
the honor to forward you copies of two despatched
from the War Department to Brigadier General
Taylor, dated Jane 15th and July 8th, containing
the instructions given him for transferring into Textsthe brigade under his command recently concenirnuiilon the Red river.
These instructions (confidential at the time) were

sent direct to General Taylor for prompt execution,
it being desirable that the movements should take
place as quietly as possible.Publicity having Deen given to the movement underGeneral Taylor, the special inatructions of the
War Department, under which he acted, are now

respectfully forwerded for your information.
1 am, general, with great respect,

Your obd't servant,
R. JONES,

Adjutant General.
Brer. Maj. Gen. E. P. Gaines,
Comd'g Weet. Div.,N. Orleans.

[Confidential ]
War Department,

June 15, 1845.
Sir: On the 4th day ofJuly next, or very soon theresfter,the convention of the people of Texas will

probably accept the proposition of annexation, underthe joint resolutions of the late Congress of the
United States. That acceptance will constitute
Texas an integral portion of our country.

In anticipation of that event, you will forthwith
make a forward movement with the troops under
vour command, and advance to the mouth of the
Sabine, or to such other point on the gulf of Mexico,or it* navigable waters, aa in your judgment
may be moat convenient for an embarkation at the
proper time for the western frontier of Texaa.

In leaving to your judgment to decide the route,
it ia intended thut you chooae the most expeditious,
having due regard to the health anil efficiency of th*
troops on reaching the point of destination.
The force under your immediate command at and

near Forth Jcaup to be put in motion on the receipt
of these instructions, will lie the 31 and 4th regimentsof infantry, and seven companies of the 21
regiment of dragoona. The two absent companies
of the 4lh infantry have been ordered to join their
regiments. Artillery will be ordered from New Orleans.

it is understood 'hat suitable forage for cavalry
cannot Ik obtained in the region which the troops
are to occupy; if thia be eo, the dragoona must leave
their horses and serve as riflemen. But it is possiblethat horses of the country accustomed to sub
ist on meagre forage may be procured if it be found
neceeeary. You will theiefore take the precaution
to order a portion of the caTalry equipments to accompanytiiS regiment, with a view to mounted
service.
The point of your ultimate declination ia the

western frontier of Texas, where, you will select
and occupy, on or near the Rio Graode del Norte,
such a site as will consist with the health of the
troops, and will be beet adapted to repel invasion,
and to protect what, in the event of annexation, will
be our western border. You will limit you self
to the defence of the territory of Texae, un'eas
Mexico should declare war against the UnitedST T

Your movement to the gulf of Mexieo, and your
preparations to embark for the weetetn frontier of

k
i exaa,artl to M made wrthmM any delay; but you
will not eftect a landing on that frontier ufltil you

:

'
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have yourself ascertained the due acceptance of
Texas of the proffered terns of aiinexauoa, or un-
til you receive directions from Mr. Oonelson.

I am, air, very reapeolfully,
Your obedient servant,

GEORGE BANCROFT
To Brig. Gen. Z. Tailor,

U. 8. Army, Count's let Dept., Fort Jeaup.LaP.8.The revenue cutters Spencer and Woodburyhave been placed by the Treasury Departmentat the disposition of Mr. Donelson.

Wan DaraarMairr,
July 8, 1845.

Sia. This department is informed that Mexico
baa some military establishments on the east aide of
the Rio Grande, which are, and for some time have
been, in the actual occupancy of her troops. In
carrying out thn inntrucuona heretofore received,
yon will be careful lo avoid any acta of aggression
unless an actual stale of war should exist. The
Mexican foicee at the poets in their p< mnamn, and
which have been so, will not be disturbed aa long as
the relations of peace between the United States
and Mexico continue.

WM L. MARCY.
Brig. Gen. Z. TeVLOE.

HnaniwaaTxae Wutrrx Divunia,
New Orleans, August 14, 1846.

Hut: Having reason lo apprehend that Mexico
will make more efficient uuooaiuoii Ui the army r«- a

aaoliy ordered U> occupy (he western border ofTex- [
u than wee anticipated by the War Department c

vlwndM orders Cm thai movement were issued, or c

lab.<y#y, 1 deem it nsiaemgy .d proper la take r

ban«Mm«uiurea to augment this army if occup* p
tin. by au< h volunl.r corps may be inclined to 1
m « the earnce to go thliner forthwith. *

And believing the volunteer corps of this city and
State, and tho. of the neighboring Stales, the beet >

troops in the world for thai service, acchmaUd and c

haaphntd as they are, and extensively acquainted li
ariih the country likely to become the theatre of ac- a

Lion, 1 respectfully request of your excellency one v

regiment of infantry, one regiment of riflemen, ar d
two companies of artillery, to reinforce and co-oporatewith the army of occupation in Texaa, near the s
Rio Grande. li

1 ahall make immediate arrangementa for nssem- I
sling the. volunteers at New Orleans barracks, c
Fort Jackson, end Port St. Philip, and furniahmg f
Item with every requisite auoply of subsistence, ll
irms, and ammunition, with camp equipage, togeih- r
tr with aieamere and other vessels fur tneir trans- c
inflation to Texas, and also with wagons and horses
ror the transportation of their supplies after landing v
in Tex.. p
This will be handed to you by Major S. Cooper, g

issistanl adjutant general of my division, to whom I ia

efer you for such facta . have thia morning trans- s

mred in reiauon to the service above referred to. tl
1 have the honor, Ac.

EDMUND P GAINES,
Major General United States army

Commanding the western division. 1
Fo his Excellency Alexander Mootow,

Governor of the State of Louisiana.

Hbadqulbtv. Western Division,
New Orleans, (La.,) Aug 17, 1645.

8m: The untoward circumstances whith attended r,:he land<ng and concentration of different corps of 0
he army under General Taylor, as reported to me 0
ay our ex ellent diplomats! and military friend nDonelson, of which I learn from him that the De-1
partment of War was duly advised by him, added j
to the reasons contained in my letter of the 15th 10
mat., suggested to me the propriety of requesting #
of the governor of Louisiana a regiment of infantry, t(
» regiment of riflemen, and two companies of arttl- plery, from the superior volunteers of this citv. The
governor having been at Pass Christian, I did not |(jhear from him until yesterday, when I had the aat- ^
lafaction to learn from Maj. Gen. Lewia and Col. JnPreaton, the Attorney General of the State, that the t|
governor had authorized them to aaaure me that the
volunteer! requested would be promptly furnished, v
and as many more as might be desired. I inclose
herewith a copy of my letter to Gov. Mouton.

I had the gratification to learn, last night, that as
soon as my requisition was communicated to Gen.
Lewis's division, Major Gaily, the experienced
chief of ih« artillery battalion, reportetftrimself and
the two companies, or if desirable, the whole of hia
battalion would be ready to embark immediately,
with the six companies ofthe 7th infantry, for which
steam transportation is engaged for Wednesday
next, the 20lh inst. The only difficulty that appears
likely to attend the call for the infantry and riflemen,
is to determine among the several regiments of the
division ready and willing to go, which shall first
enjoy the privilege of entering the service, in which
all are anxious to participate. *

These regiments will be held in readiness at the r

bariaeks near thia city, and at Forta Jackson and St. I
Philip, to embark for Texas as soon as steam transportationcan be obtained. But if, in the mean I
time, favorable reports are received from General
Taylor, these regiments will not be sent to Texas, '

but disbanded aa soon as it can be done without risk c

or injury to the service. c

1 am, vrry respectfully,Your obedient servant, r

E. P. GAINES, 1

Maj. Gen. United States army,
commanding the western division. 0

To Brig. Gen. Roger Jones, c

Adj. Gen. U. 8. army, Washington. <j
war derartmcnt, 1

Adjutant General's Oeeice, v

Washington, August 27, 1845. '

General: Your communication of the 17th inst., Jaccompanied by a copy of your letter to his excellencythe governor of Louisiana, dated the 15th, requestingof him the services of two regiments and
two companies of volunteers, is received, and hast
been submitted to the Secretary of War, aa well as

your subsequent letter of the 19th instant, reporting
a modification of the said letter; but you do not
state in what respect it is modified, nor do you furnisha copy of it as finally settled by you. The
ecretary desires me to say that when he shall have
received your letter to the governor, aa you have '

finally adopted it, he will address you on the sub- t'
ject- F
The Secretary of War also directs me to say to 0

you that, from the necessity of the case, much has "

been left to the judgment, discretion, and control 1

ofGeneral Taylor, to whom the administration here 1

has assigned the exclusive command of all the forces "

now in or that may be sent to Texas. His position F
and superior means of knowing the designs and "

movements of the Mexicans will enable him to de- S
termine the number and description of the auxtl- ''
iary force he may require to carry into effect the in- F
structions of his government. Orders and instrue- "

tions have been issued to htm direct on this subject, c

as you have been apprised.
I..1O.......I ..m,...,l it..i.r

expected that you should do within your own what 1

maybe needful and proprr to carry out his viewa F
when made known to yon. 11

1 am, general, with great respect, I
Your obedient servant, e

R. JONES, '

Adjutant General. *

Brevet Major General E. P. Gaine*,
Com. Western Division, New Orleans. "

'

War Department, e

Adjutant General's Office, '

Washington, August 28, IS45. '

General: I have the honor lo acknowledge the
receipt this day of the official copy of your le t«r of (
the 15th instant, addressed to his excellency the Gov

morof Louisiana, calling on him for certain vol-
unteer force, being the amended or modified requi- #
sition, referred to in your letter to ine of the ltlth, ,
nut which did not accompany it, as you were du y t

informed, in my Utter of yrsterday's date.
The official copy of your amended letter, as final-

ly adopted, and tent to the Governor of Louisiana, ,
lias been duly submitted to the Secretary of War. ,

Vout letter of the 15th of August, was duly re- (

ceiven, and laid before the Secretary of War, and
will be, with your previous communications recent- (

ly received, submitted to the general-iii-chief, who
will this day return to general headquarters. I

1 am, general, with great reaped,
Your obedient eervaut, ,

R. JONES,
Adjutant Geneial. ,

E. P. Gaines, Bvt. Maj. Gen.,
Comd'g Weatem Division, N. 0.

Headquarter* Western Division,
New Orleans, August 23, 1045.

Sta: By a letter frcm Captain Grossman, assistant ,

quartermaster, to Lieutenant Colonel Hunt, deputy t

quartermaater general, datad St. Joseph's lakod, »

"I

je p
M HB

washing

Taxes, 14th August, 1645, it appears that General
I'syloi had received the declaration of war by
M«XKO on the preceding; day, as will be aeen by the
following extract:
"The declaration of war by Mexico reached ua

ireaterday, and the general feels the awkwardness of
tie situation under the circumstances, with about
line hundred effective men now with htm, and dee
itute of a field battery of artillery for the maintelanceof his first position should it be aaeailad. Evtryexertion ia now making to push f >rward the
wmainder of the troops to Corpus Chrisli, with
mch supplies as are of immediate necessity Three
tompaniea went forward to-day, and there remains
tow upon this island but two companies, which
will march to-morrow; so that to-morrow night the
whole of the two regiments, excepts small guard
eft upon Shell inland, will be concentrated at CorlusChriati."
Whether General Taylor may not have been in*

lebted to the chivalry of the Mexican commander
or a copy of the declaration of war, or how be may
itberwtse have obuuoad it, does not appear, as I
ted nothing from the general by lha vessel which
wmiiwKl km lai tsr «/ Jh isK I km xkive ia on m * t rmr I

it ia possible that Captain Croaamao may hava aludadto the man rspsvti o/u Jtcturaliun VJ ifor which
vent from thia city.
Be thia aa it may, 1 feel greatly relieved, and

nucb gratified u> know, that the 3d and 4th infant
lave been concentrated, and that the general will
iooii receive the ?th infantry, with the efficient coiu-

aniea of the Nvw Orleans artillery, which left this
ity on the evaaing of the 'diet instant. Tliess
orpa with the several dragoons, which must be
itstr him. w*lt eoabla the general to maintain the
'toper attitude which hie inelrticiiona from the
Var Department prescribe, limiting tuna U> defan-
ive measures
Before I waa informed of the naluro of hie in- (

trucltons, 1 advised the general to treat the Mext- <
an troopa with perfect courtesy and kindneas, un- ,

ras they ahould commit some overt act of war, or ,
liould insist upon a light. In this event 1 ad-
ited him, by all means, to accommodate them ,

to their hearts content. I
In the event ofwar, I desire aulhorily to assemble,

s I am sure 1 can assemole, upon the Rio Grande
iy the 10th of November next, two hundred and fif
y battalions ofmounted gun men, (fifty will Lieaufli
lent, which i can assemble there by the 10th ol

h-tober,) which, added to the regular forces now

here,and moving thither, will enable us, in all lht
nonth of November next, to visit the city of Mexi
o, and after placing that ancient city under the proemonof the spar-spangled banner <>f the Union.
ve shall be able and willing to give the Mai'siw
>ears on terma that will secure their civilization, arlf-
overnmcnl, and future happiness, and their lnv«
nd graUluds forever. All which is resp-ctfully
ubmoted to the Department of War, including all j
he bureaus whom it may concern. ,

EDMUND P. OA INKS,
Maj. Gen. U. S. Army,

commanding western division
[Y> Brig Gen R. Jowt», ,

Adj Gen. U S. Army, Washington city.

AnjI'TSNr IvCNERAL't Oirirt, i

Washington, S-pt 2, 1845.
Sia: Your communication of the 2Jd inet refer

ing to Mexicm affairs, and suggesting in the eveni
f a war, the expediency of raising 150 battalionfmounted volunteer gun men, dfce.., has been sub-
lilted to the Secretary of War and general-in-chief
The Secretary of "War instructs me to say, he (

aanrtsnwaa nrilanno nna nf lha rnmrul nt> h

J""- " -. 5 "

f ths 7th infantry, to return to Baton Rouge, a«

een by your order of the 20th, to Brevet Major Sea>ell,who received the order of countermand at
few Orleans, being so far r* raufs to join the arm)
n Texas, in conformity to the special orders of th>
epartment of August 4th. Brevet Major 8eaweli
as accordingly tnis day been ordered to obey hi*
rigtnal orders, and to proceed forthwith to join
he headquarters of his regiment at Corpus Christi.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient serant,
R. JONES,

Adjutant General.
Brevet Major General E. P. Gaines,
Commanding western division, New Orleans.

Headquarter* Western Division,
New Orleans, August 31, 1845.

Sir: I hear from General Taylor under date of
Corpus Christi, August 27, 1845, that the steam*

hip Alabama, with the five companies of the 7th
nfantry and Major Gally's two companies of New
>rleaua volunteer artillery, had joined him in safe
y, after a very quick passage. The Alabama, re

uined to this city yesterday morning.
The general is under the impression that there is

io present prospect of a forward movement on the
>art of Mexico, and that the troops soon to be unlethis orders will, he ia confident, enable him to re

>e! any attack.
Under these circumstances, I shall not call into

ervice any of the Louisiana volunteers which his
ixcellency Governor Mouton has, at my request,
irdered to be ready at a short nonce, unless, indeed,
var should have been declared by Mexico, and the
eports of a large concentration of their forces upon
he Rio Grande should be confirmed.
These reports are now supposed to have been exiggerated.Still, however, as we have not the meanifaccurate knowledge upon the subject, it is un

luestionably our duty to maintain the attitude oi
lefiance against equal numberi of the bat of troop|. 11
hey should prove to be wanting in prowess, tha
will be their own fault, or their own misfortune. 1>
tot, we shall lie ready for action upon the true prinipleupon which every man of military mind will
dwayB act.

Very respectfully,
EDMUND P. GAINES,

Majir General U. S Army, Commanding.
To Brig. General R. Jones,

Adjutant General U. S. Army.
HEADQUARTERS, WESTERN DtVlltON,
New Orleans, La., 2d Sept., 1845.

Sir: In desiring authority to assemble upon the
vio urrariue, in me uveni 01 u w*r wnri ivicxico,
ifly battalion! of mounted gunmen, in addition to out
resent force now in Texas and ordered thither. I
im convinced that the immediate concentration ol
uch a force would enable us speedily to lerminati
he war.probably in six months.and without a
enth part of the corroding and vexattoua effects that
border war (that might continue for years) would
roduce upon the minds of all clauses of the people
noat likely to suffer from war, and who have the
greatest reason to desire a durable peace. Such
teace an would result from the moral effect of tin
irompt and orderly movement of such a force oT (

teady, sober citizen soldiers of this Union, to the
ity of Mexico, and, if necessary, to other populouF
iliee and settlements of that benighted republic.
cpuhlic loner afflicted with the awful maludtos of alernatcanarchy and despotism.maladies that the
imposed force of fifty thousand United Staten vol- t
inteers and regulars will soon cure. 8uch a force,
irudently commanded by an officer whose expert
nee Iias proven him to lie qualified to command
'Olontears such aa General P. B Porter's brigade ol
Slew York and Pennsylvania volunteers, in theyeni
814, associated xoith our beet instructed regular corps.
in officer able to maintain a healthlul discipline:
:ach battalion and company headed by men of tnl
mts, who have learned in our own schools the
rinciples of natural law, political economy, ami
lelf-government. with the value of obedience to la*
ind order. Such a force, with such comma idere,
will speedily accomplish all the benefits that the trui
rienda of both Mexico and the united States can

easonably desire, and avoid most of the erile incilentto war, Those found in arms against us would
done have cause to fear or oppose us. Upon thene
we should inflict exemplarv punishment in battle,
is upon the habitual enemies of human freedom and
olitical independence throughout the world.
These consist principally of monarchists, with

heir secret instigators and hypocritical votaries of
he old Spanish inquisition, latent sparks of the fire
if which are iielieved to be carefully preserved, and
eady to be kn died in the cause of monarchy and
> foreign hierarchy against .American republicanism

In the event of a war, we shall have to chooe
letween a prompt movement, such as the one above
mggeeted, and a kertfrr tear, which might linger for
years without any eaiivftrttory result.
The objections to a border star cannot be morr

learly set forth than by the simple details of a
raithful history of the Seminole war, the aavagi
lorrors of which lingered during the greater part 41
ieven years.a border war attended with more flejrantand dangerous violations of (he establishes
awe of war, and the approved maxima of the ec|

aceof war.commuted, too, .*y high pahlreriindionanaa,civil and Military, ( roaiinent ofios-hiiM
m.candidates for the presidency.men belonging

(rilD
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to the two great political partiee.whig and democrat,)than waa ever before committed by officer* of
the United Stoles in all the ware we have ever had
aince the coraincieament of our glorious revolution.
In that war.happily for the cause of htaaanity and
natural law.the high moral courage, msdom, and
lustice of Qeorgs Washington ruled triumphant,
and kept all right. His example kept all subsequentcomuianders right in the wars which followed,until the year ltf.ll, ivhen a new sysfeoi of ssnwsgreuntaad otnummd destroyed (he syftent under
which Washington triumphed while he lived, and la

which the example of Washington enabled hie faithfulfollowers to triumph long aftsr his death.
Oar bureau system can never work well here, it

it emphatically s monarchical system, adapted to
the action of certain European monarchies, whence
ths moat objections! features of our bureau system
were borrowed. In a monarchy bt»l huts larger ia
im ;'ou)jni|iiin;ai ouunua«iM wi«» ««..

States such system inighi work wall, when a mixlureof auh/ory and political udngui ia deemed eaaaitlialin sustain tka dtvuu right of lha muiarch lo pull
Jouju and rout up whomsoever lha policy of certain

prominent nun or parMat require, wtthoiX regard lo
Lha troublesome forma of a legal Mveaugatiovi.
Hanca it waa often in lha power of a bureau chieflain(o aei upon (ha principle which po&ry haa aacribodto the heathan gods.
"Whom (ho (od< intcad to destroy Ihsy hrrtmakr mod "

Whom lha bureau chieftain mieorta to destroy,
mad only (o ba secretly charged with Maantfy or

nutmy by auch chieftain, and lha wore of deslruouniwould be accqinpliahed under a. ryraaaaat tofsrdltesaf law n/ jwsiiee.
Such a ayetetn can never work well hara. Washington'sayatein ia far belter atwtad to lha hgallhful

iction of (he coneliluUonal plan ofoor Slain and our

Utuau. (he perfect political systems of which eeem

o have bean designed ua if by the band* of Provilenceinall reepecis (o accord with the vaat extent
rf geographical limna lo which they are applicable;
ind over which they cnnnol but attend very soon

f we do our duty. The improveiecnla to which
team power will give epeedy action, promise all
.fiat the moat etnguine American citizen can daaire
n raapect to thia view of lha aubject.within the
next thirty or forty years.
The only excuse that caa be imagined for the

riolntioiis of the lawa of war ut Florida was thai
>ur foes there were sapagu, and adhered cloeely lo
heir ancient rule# of sarage warfare. Hanca, after
hey sued for peace, and peace waa promiaad than)
y one compiander.in airid accordance with the
«ws of war.that promiae waa rockleaaly violated
>y another and a junior commander! Thia waa one
f the first of a series of the gross violations hara
referred lo.
We may soon find in Jkxuo savage tribes, or in

>lher words, native .Inertcatu, but slightly advanced
n the arte of ci vihzed communities. In this caae it
will be proper for us to treat them as we are in
vinorand in duty bound to (real all other Mexicans.
with the courtesy and kindness required by the
nost approved principles of the law* of war, giving
ifficieiit protec'ion to the persona and property of all
lon-comlalanti, and more especially rendering every
loasil'le friendly attention to the persona and propsriyof all who may be disposed, aa I am sure many
will be disposed, to reeeive us as friends.

If we have a war with Mexico or England, one of
he first steps towards sue was will be to restore lo
he chiefs of divisions the powers confided to them
n (he war of 1814-15, and the second eeeenislmeasure will be to send to the theatre of action
ivery bureau officer, (not required by law, or the
peculiar duties assigned to hitn to be at the seat of
rovernment,) to which should be added a number
f experienced captains and lieutenants sufficient to

lupply each battalion of volunteers with an acting
lUllofone major and two captain* aaquartermaater,
mil commiaaary of subsistence, and an ord ance

ffieer to terve with the battalions respectively, and to
mve charge of all public properly and disbursenentabelonging to their reapective branches of the
general ataff, and to take charge of whatever may
ue from time to lime taken in battle, or otherwiae
captured from thoae found in arma against ua. To
hese three regular officers, to serve with each batialton,ahuuld be added for each diviatan of volunieer*,an acting inapeclor general, and an acting adluianlgeneral with an assistant of each for every
angade.theae to be taken from the wyn, lap:aina,and lieutenanla of the regular artny, and their
places filled by promoting the young om era and the
ippointmentof aecond lieutenant* from among the
moat promising volunteer officer* and soldiers. The
high qualification* of these regular officers, with the
influence of their instruction and example, would do
much towarda converting the proposed campaign
into a military school of tiu highest order, in which
;very aspiring volunteer officer and aoldier would
squire in a few months of eolive service more prececalmilitary knowledge than they would acquire in
<a many years from uooka.military attainments
which would for some years give them the characteraf experienced veterans, and reader tbem eminentlyuseful in the event of any future war in which
we may b« involved. This view of the subject of
the proposed concentration of force, appears to me
lo justify the measure, even if the question of war
»r no war should remain doubtful. The propoaed
movement would probably prevent a war, if hoatiliiesshould not be commended before the proposed
concentration of force. And it will be an act of
mercy and great utility to every Mexican and lo
"very Yankee soldier of the Union, who meet and
commune together, aa it will enable them to become
better acquainted, and teach eaeh other what alj
iheir future interests demand, that they should love
me another as all good neighbor* are required by the
scriptures to do.

I have only to add a few words in regard to myselfindividually and professionally. Though not
i young man, 1 have no gray hairs but such as

have grown gray in the military service of my country.I think I am three years younger than Field
Marshal Blucher was in his last brilliant aotions
near Waterloo. I have not been nick for an hour,
so aa to be unable to march at the rate of twenty
miles in one day, or to ride at th* rate of forty mtlea
hi one day at any time in the present year. Nor
nave 1, during the last twenty-five years, been oonfinedto my room or tent by disease of any kind,
more than at the rate ofone day in a year, or three
lay* in any one year. And moreover, having made
use of every effort in my power to avail myself of
ill the modern discoveries and improvements in the
ut of war, and more especially such discoveries and
mprovements ae steam power, applied to railroads,
tnd to every description of floating batteries and othsr
neans applicable to the allack and defence af seaports
ind the military posts uptm our inlets, lakes, and rivers,
think myself poaFcased ofas much personal eficieney,

tnd more mental ability to command the proposed
expedition in the eity of Mexico, and thence if necessaryto California or the Isthmus of Panama, or

>olh, than I possessed in the summer of the year
1814 in Canada, at the head of a division, to meet
ind triumph over a veteran British army of near
louble my nitniliers, commanded by a lieutenant;eiieralof the Wellington school, ah officer of higher
nnk than wc have ever had in our service since the
ant. days of our beloved Washington.

I was sixty-eight years of age on the 20th of
Marc.lt lust, and am the only United States soldier
iow living who ever won a battle at the head of a

livision.over a British army. Under theae ctrcumnaiiceaI claim as a light the command of the pro
needexpedition, consisting, aa it must consist, principallyof regulars and volunteers belonging to the

;eoi:raphic i| limits of my division.
Li i i i u .i.: :n
uaving guou rrsaauri to yonc*o mm my uinim will

* opposed by Major General Winfield Scott, an
'ffieor who has been for many yaara my junior,
arho I am sure haa labored for more than a quarter
if a century past, with far mora reel to cover me
Willi calumny, and defeat my efforts to he employed
in any aervice likely to redound to the aafety and
glory of my country, than ha haa ever labored to

provide fir the national defence, and to itftal Ike incodingfor. I have determined to aubmit my claim
to the f'resident of the United States and the Secretaryof War, confidently trusting to their known
wisdom and juatice fnr a decision which will
prove to the army and the nation that the r ghts
if the unpretending snidier, alwaya found upon
th« frontier when merweed hy ware, will ha aa

much respected as thnsa of tha political loeteriaa,long accustomed to cringe and crouch in
ind about tha political Metropolis, seen fir ing the intersetsand honor Of the service at tha ahrine of that
aorbid Ikiret fnr tk» prnhdsiuiy. which haa unhappiyfor a long time past turned the heads of many
worthy chiefs of cliques from their appropriate pursuitsto tha great annoyance of the good people of
the Union, and the negirct of their boat interests.
» thirst for high otHrs which has ia anme c'tquss
raged even mora eenfmoot of the Hrisiek metes of atoiili-mismthan fk ptsrmg site men wa-povte us a slate 0/
i-fmne egainit ike wwuihk of MWish war steamers.

if i am dosoaad to he wvnag in iteaar views, 1
might to be, and expees So bo brought (not before a

Jtmia
irnoN."

JUNE 9, 1846.
^

m

wmmmmmgmsrnms^aacourtqf inquiry- mil 1 board of qffccrt.but) before
general court martial. If the President, or Secretaryof Wer deem a me U> be wrong, I challenge a

legal investigation.to be charred and trieJ before a
general court martial.but if I am deemed to b*
right, i respectfully aolicit a compliance with my
view* end suggestions regarding the proposed expediuon,and in fhror of my ayatem or national do
fence.
Though favored aa 1 am now with good health,

I amy out live to receive notice of the anticipated
decision of the President and Department of War:
ae the work of death m One city is often at tha
season of the year despatched almost aa quickly a*

open the field of battle, and yet i may liao to sea

my ayatem of national defence carried into effect-.
and to aee the flag of our beloved Union waving in
triumph over the strong places of all our foreign
fuse n<sr uj.to the westward and in some olhei
directions 1 ahull than die moat happily. I have
a! ways acted, and shall while I have life, continue
to act upon the principle that the path af duty is alwaysthe path of true honor and glory.if it ta no
always the path of personal safety. I have eve
scorned the ulaa of my own personal safety, when
ever my well ascertained path of dety led te dan
ret of any description. This yew have had twenty
four opfvoKamuee of knowing duhng the great*
part of twenty-three eucoeaeive days and seme twe
or three eights, aa you personally and gallantly ear
uc ipated with me in each one of tke occasions nee
referred to, ae did our chivalrie and moat distin
gtimhed artillery commander, Gene. Nathan Tow
eon, in all but one of them.ae did alee other bran
maw still living and ethers who hewn (hiten cover
ad with imperishable foots.

All which ta respectfully submitted for the ia/by
mohaa and actum of the President of the Unite
States and the Secretary of Wer, and foe the tnfor
uialioii of Major General Scau.

EDMUND P. (MINKS,
Major General United States Army,
Commanding Western Division.

P. K. I have never known more than two o
three regular officers highly qualified to communt
volunteer or other militia. Our own beloved Jack
son waa the first and ablest He acquired the re

quieite knowledge, not at a military school, but it
service, at the head of this description of force-*
before he svsr oommanded regular*. Mott reeulai
officers Hem to forget that the militia have to lean
the tchonl of the eoldier after they are called into ter

vice.
I1 E. P. G.

Brigadier General R. Jonei,
Adjutant General 17. 8. Army,

City of Washington, D. C.
Not*..The inclosed article, from the L mjisi mi

Courier of this day, aeems to be enti led 10 grea
respect a* to the probability of a pacific policy be
ing likely to result from the change of ministry 11
Mexico.

E. P. G.

Wis Department,
Adjutant General'! Orricc,

Washington Sept. 10, 1845.
Gin coal Your communication of the 31st of Ais

gust has been duly received and submitted to thi
general-m-chief and Secretary of War, and to tht
President.
You stats in your letter, that you do not intent

"to call into service any of the Louisiana volunteeri
which his excellency Governor Moulon has at in]
[your] request, ordered to be ready at a short notice;unlets, indeed, [you add,] war should have beet
declared by Mexico, and the reports of a large concentrationof their forces upon the Rio Grande shoult
be confirmed."
With regard to Use contingent purpose expressei

in the above extract, 1 am directed by the Secretar]
of War respectfully to refer you, for your guidance
to hi* letter of instructions of the 28th ultimo, which
at the dale of our letter, could not have been re

csived; and, also, to the Adjutant General's commonicationto you, upon the same subject, of the 27ll
of August.

I am, general, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,

R. JONES,
Adjutant General.

Brevet Major General E P. Gaines,
Commanding Western division,
New Orleans, Louisiana.

Assistant Adjutant General's Office,
New Orleans, May 26, 1846.

Sir: The returns of the western division for June
July, August, and September, 1844, required by
2our letter of the 8lh insL, will be made out and
irwsrded as soon as the necessary data can be collected.Some time will necessarily elapse befon

they can be completed, which, it is presumed, wili
cause no inconvenience to your office.

I would state that the returns for November and
December, 1845, were made out whilst 1 was laboringunder the effects of a severe indisposition, and
was not able to give them that close attention which
they require. This will account, in some degree
for the errors existing in them.

1 have the honor respectfully to inform you that,
under the exigency of the case, I have found it necessaryto employ two clerks, it being utterly im-
possible tor me, Wlinoui inn auumuiiai nuinra,

to attend properly 'o the increased duties of this
office. This has been authorized by Gen. Gaines
and I solicit your approbation to the same. I cannotfind that any provision is made for a clerk to
this office; one is at all times absolutely necessary,
and I therefore request authority to continue one of
the persons who has been temporarily employed in
the positionWith respect, I am sir,

Your obedient servant,
P. CALHOUN,

Assistant Adjt. General Western Division.
Brie- Gen. R Joncs,

Adjt. Gen. U.S. Army,
Washington, D. C.

Was Drpartmrnt,
Washington, August 25, 1845.

St*; Enclosed herewith you will receive a copy ol
instructions whieh hsve been issued from this deportmentto Brigadier General Taylor, to whom th«
government of the United States has as-igned the
command of the army of occupation in Texas.

WM. L. MARCY.
Maj. Gen. Oiortt.

War Department,
Washington, August 23, 1845.

Sir: The information hitherto received as to the
intentions of Mexico, and the measures she may
adopt, does not enable the administration here to

give you more explicit instructions in regard to your
movements than those which have been already
forwarded to you. There ia reason to believe thai
Mexico is making efforts to assemble a large army
on the frontier of Texas, for the purpose of enteringits territory and holding forcible possession of it.
Of their movements you arc doubtless advised, and
we trust have token, or early will take, prompt and
ofli tent steps to meet and repel any such hostile incursion.Should Mexico assemble a large body of
inxips on the Rio Grande,and cross it with a considerableforce, such a m ivenient must be regarded
as an invasion of the United States and the commencementof hostilities. You will, of c nirse, use

all the authority which baa been or may be given
you, to meet such a state of things. Texas must
be protected from hostile invasion, and for that purposeyou will, of course, employ to the utmost extentall the means you possess or can command.
An order has been this day issued for sending one

thousand more men into Texas to join those under
I J ri. ,u_

your comniHiiu. »» no.. ..... ........... ...... »._

ricdinio effect, you will have with you a force ol
four thouaand men of the regular army. We are

not enabled to judge what auxiliary force can, upon
an emergency, be brought together from Texae, and
at a precautionary measure you are authorized to

accept volunteer! from the Siaie.e of Louisiana and
Alabama, and even from Mississippi, Tenneeeee,
and Kentucky. Should Mexico aerlare war, 01

commence hostilities by crossing the Rio Grande
with a considerable force, you are inetructed to loae
no time in giving information to the authorities
of each or any of the abovementioned Stale*
as to the number of volunteers you may
want from them respectively. Should you
require troops from any of these. States,
it would be important to have them with the
least possible delay. It is pot doubted that at least
two regiments from New Orleans and one from MobilecouM be obtained end expeditiously brought
into thy field. YpuyfilJ c*u*e it to be known at
theae places what number ami description of troopa
yoq desire to utgiv^frfty them ip th# contemplated
emergency. Tfce wil) **
apposed lust you are agth fixed to receive volunteersfrom them, and you may calculate that thay

It I
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NUMBER 34.

11 will promptly join you when it in made known thet
their eervicea are required Arnia, ammunition, and
camp equipage for the auxiliary troope that you
may require, wilt be sent forward subject lo your
order*. You will ao diapoae of them aa to be moat
available hi case (hey ahould be needed, at the name
time with a due regard to their eafety and pre
aervat'on Ordera have been ieaued to the naval
force on the gulf of Mexico to co-operate with you.
You will, aa far aa practicable, hold communication
with the commander* of our national veaaela in your
vicinity, and avail vouraelf of any aaaiatance that
can be derived from ihejr oo-operation. The Lexiington is ordered into service m a transport ship,
and will sail in a few days from New York with a

detachment of United States troops for Corpus
Chrisii She will be employed as the exigency of
the public service may require In order to keep up

r a proper communication between the army in Texias and (he United Slates, the On ka-hy-e, the Harinay, and the Dolphin will be put into service as soon

as they can be made ready as despntch vessels to
t convey intelligence, supplies, dk.c. You will avail
r yourself of these vessels and all other proper means
- to keep lbs government here ad vised of your oner-ations, and of the slate of tilings in Texas and Max

ieor1 have the honor to be, with great reaped, yours,
i . WM L MARCY.

Secretary of War.
i Qcnaral 'L Tatlok

Wan DxrsarwasiT,
' August 99, llMi.

Sia. I transmit hsrewub a copy of a circular
which baa bses addressed by ihia department (dated
95ih August, 1845.) to the guverriore of Louisiana,
Alabama, Mississippi, Tennessee,and Kentucky

WM. L. MARCY
Brevet Major Genera! E. P. Gtiaes,

U. S army, Louisiana.

Wsa Dr.rsaTMKNT,
Washington, August 95, 1845.

Sia: General Taylor, to whom has been committedthe command of the army of occupation in Texas,is authorised to draw any auxiliary force he may
1 need from Texts. If such aid should b- wealed, it

is not doubted that tlie patriotic citizens of that Suite
r will rally to his assistance wtlh alacrity, in sufficient

numbers to enable him, in conjunction with United
States troops, to repel the invasion of Texas by
Mexico, should it be attempted. Though our informationas to the force Mexico may bring into the
Held for such a purpose is not very accurate, yet
there is reason to apprehend that it is more numerousthan that under the command of General Taylor

1 and may, perhaps, exceed his effective force when
1 augmented wnh the auxiliary aid he may dative

from Texas Besides, he may need additional troops
1 to a greater number, and sooner than they can be

furnished him from 'hat State. Should he need assistancefrom your Suite, he is directed to signify to

you the number and description of troops he may
deem necessary to receive as volunirers into semce.
Keiying upon (he zeal and public spirit of the gallant
militia of Alabama, Mississippi, and Louisiana, the

- government here do not doubt that he will be prompt
i ly furnished with such and so insny aa he may ex

press a desire to have mustered into the service o

the United Slates; and it bos the moat perfect reliance
I upon your countenance nnd co-operation in organ*
> ing and sending into Texas such a volunteer force
r from your Slate as he may desire. It is necessarily

left to his judgment to designate the number. It
i is proper to obaerve that the emergency rendering
- such assistance from the militia of your State necee-

1 wry, uucb nui ajipvai w na.o w»u wj

Congress, and consequently no appropriation was

I made for paying them; but it ia not to be doubted
r that auch a provision will be promptly made when
, Congreas shall again assemble. In order to be
, paid, the State troops muat be mustered into ser-vice. In organizing companies and regiments for
- that purpose, the numlier of officers must be proporitioned to that of the privates. Enclosed I send you,

from the Adjutant General, a statement of the numberand rank of officers for each company of men,
as well as the regimental and siaff officers, should a

regiment of volunteers be called for. From the
known patriotism and military ardor of the militia
of your Slate, it ia presumed that voluateesa to the
number that may be required will readily tender
their cervices to their country in (he contemplated
emergency. Should aid from your Stale be required
by the commanding general in Texas, it will be of
the utmost importance that the troops should lie sent

into that Stale without delay. This consideration
will render it proper that they should come from
such pari of the State as can most promptly furnish

. them.
) I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your
| obedient servant,

WM. L. MARCY,
| Secretary of War.

His Excellency Benjamin Fitzpatrice,
Governor of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, Ala.

Hia Excellency A. G Brown,
Governor of Mississippi, Jackson, Miss.

His Excellency Alexander Mouton,
Governor of Louisiana, New Orleans, La.

Heaquarters Western Division,
New Orleans, La., August 15, 1845.

Sir: Having reason to apprehend that Mexico
will make more efficient opposition to the army refcently ordered to occupy the western border of Tegias than was anticipated by the War Department
when the orders for that movement were issued, qr
subsequently, I deem it necessary and proper to take
immediate measures to augment this army of occupationby such volunteer corps as may be inclined
to enter the service to go thither forthwith.
And believing the volunteer corps of this city

and Slate, and those of the neighboring States, thy
best troops in the wot Id for this sertice, acclimated
and diiciplintd as they are, and extensively acquaintedwith the country likely to become the theatre of
action, I respectfully request of your excellency two

companies of artillery to reinforce and co-operate
with the army of occupation in Texas near the Rio
Grande.

I also request that four regiments of infantry and
riflemen lie organized and held ready for aervice in
Texas, to move thither at short notice, which shall
be communicated at the proper time, when they
will be duly muttered into service.

Immediate arrangements will be made for furnish-
ing the above force with every requisite supplyof subsistence, arms, end ammunition, and camp
equipAge at the barracks below this city, together
with steamers and other vessels for their tmnspor
tation to Texas, and also with wagons and horses
for the transportation of their supplies after landing
in Texas.
This will be handed to you by Major 8. Cooper,

assistant adjutant general of my division, to whom
I refer you for such facts as have this morning transpiredin relation to the service above referred to.

I have the honor to be, with perfect respect, yout
obedient servant,

EDMUND P GAINES,
Major Gen. U 8 A. Com. AVestc'n Division.
To his Excellency A lex avoir YI'trro>r,
t Governor of the Stale of Louisianu.

War Department,
Washington, August 38, 1845.

Sir; The Adjutant General has just furnished me
with a copy of your communication, dated the ]5th
instant, addressed to his excellency A. Mouton,
governor of Louisiana, by which it appears thai
you have made a requisition on him for two companiesof artillery, to be sent to the army of otcupa j
tion i" Texas, under the command of General Tav-
lor. It cannot be necessary to apprize you,Miat the
authority to make a requieiuon upon the governors

r of the respective Suites lor the militis thereof, to be
employed in the service of the United Stales, is vest*

ed only in the President, and limited in its exercise
to two or three specified cases. The emergency i

which would tolerate or excuse the assumption ef
this authority by n military officer in command, al
a distance from the seat of government, in anlicipa-
tion of the President's action, must be one indicating I

great and imminent peril to the country.a peril so

Jrest and an imminent, as to leave no reasonable
oubt that the President, with full knowledge of all i

the circumstances of the case, would have felt it to
be his duty to resort to such aid. The assumption
of this authority by an officer bo situated, should be
under circumstances which would be sure to comt

mand his subsequent ratification of it. The informationon which you acted in making the reqoiai- <

tion, may have been more minute and authentic, and
showing more danger to the troops under the coin- j
mand of General Taylor than has yet been made
known to the government here. Vou speak in your
letter of the 17th instant to the adjutant genera), of \
information received from Mr Donelspn, iheh re-

cently from Geieral Taylor's camp, which you presumedhad been communicated to the government,

M

* a let* which Mi Doneiaon elated to yoq he jiad J
written to th» department No such letter haa been
cc*MM**» him aad it laiharator. imfxtMible to
letermtne how fhr pyich iqfonuatton, or other facia,
lot known here, have influenced you in making the
^11 for a portion of the Louiaiana militia, and aendngthem into Trla#
A atate of thimu which ought render it prudent i. |jind proper for GigefeT Taylor to draw an auxiliary

force from eoine of the United State*, aa well ae from
I'eaaa, baa bean contemplated by the Preaidetil aa

a poaaihle cunungaiMy, and by hie direction* in

tructtuaeupon that auhteot have been ae«t to GeneralTaylor, a copy of which waa ulao lot warded to

you on the 96th inaum. It in not conceived that ' fl
there will hereafter be eny oceaaiou to aend into
l'exne Stale troopa, unleaa It be on hi* notification
that euch force will be needed.
The two ootupaniea of artillery from .Vow (fo Iran i

having, aa it i* pretumed, already gone to Ttxaa,
Gen. Taylor will be directed to receive and retain
Ihetn U) aervioe aa long aa the public exigency may
require.
The Preeideut direct* me to aay, that, in making

the requiittion on the governor of Lnuiaiana, lie doe*
not queauon the purity or patrioliain of your iiiotivea,and he Uuate that it will be made to appeal
(hat the information which led you to reaolve upon
the meaeuie waa of auch a character and ao authenticatedaa to warrant him in ratifying your proce
dure. WM L MARCY, '

Secretary of War.
To Major General £. P. Gamut.

Waa UaraaTMKNT,
Auguat 30, IS45

it: I heiewith tranarait a copy of a letter from
thta department to Gen. Galium of the 98th mat.
Should the two coinpamee of aruiiery referred to in

that communication report to you in T< k«s, you will
receive and retain them in service so Ion* as the publicexigencies may, in your judgment, leqmreVeryrespectfully, &«

W. L. MAKCY, J I
Secretary of War.

Brevet Brigadier Gen. 'L. TaiLoS,
Commanding United Suites army in Texas.

HaaooeaaTaas, WsvreaN Dtvisiesr,
Nxw ORI sahi, HcpumiLxr 3. IMS.

Sis. i hire the honor In ackitwwUdgc the receipt
of year twe fetters of she 26th ultimo, un« enclosing
to me e copy of your instruction of the 2Bd to Gen
Tsyler, and the other acknowledging the receiju of
my letter of the 40th, which was written after the
mall of that day woa closed, tn the hope that it
would reach you a day sooner than if sent by ihr
mail of the 11th ultimo, as my smtaMr friend. Sirs
VlcCormick, who took charge of my letter, with hrr
travelling comptoions, Mr. and Mrs Adnms, all
very active and perseveriug, had dc.criuined to
travel with the mail.

Conaidertng your instructions to tien. Taylor of
the 23d ult. a virtual approval of sty requisition of
the 14th ull. for Louisiana volunteers, and more #speciollyfor the two Ane companies of New Orleans 4 4:
volunteer artillery, with their mpem" tram of 4ra*«
luU pttcr$ rtadf j'vr actum, under the ckpertciu ed
Major Gaily. 1 have deemed u to U- my duty, un
ler the present aspect of the policy and probable
movements of the Mexicans, to desire Gen. Taylm
to retain in service this very efficient little corps du
ring the term for which they were engaged, utiles.,
sooner discharged by your orders, as otherwise we

might ineur the charge of sporting with the fteliiua
of these chivalrie and patriotic ynlunteers, by acceptingtheir services when manifestly needed, and dischargingthem in /last', even before we have unequivocalevidence of the designs of the enemy, who,
though they may not detlmrt tear, appear r'solved to
iiirodr Texas, which would lie clearly an art of war.

I am mueh gratified to find my requisition thun
virtually approved by you; ami I reaped fully requestthat you also approve my instructions to Gen.
Taylor to retain Major Gaily's command in service
until we have some conclusive assurance of peace
on the pert of Mexico.

I have the honor to be.
With perfect respect,Your obedient servant,

EDMUND P. GAINES,
Major General U. S. Army,

Commanding Weatcrn Division
To the Hon. Wm. L. Maaev,

Secretary of War,
Washington City.

War DrriRTMKVT,
Washington, Sept. 13, 184.V

Sir: 1 am surprised to leant, ns I do by your letterof the 3d inst., that you consider my instructions
._ n or* i _# .l (t«>i ..I. i . i. i
uj urn. iijnur, ur me uii., a rirni.i' uppruval <'i

your requisition for Louisiana voluntesrs. I am

very sure that no inference of that kind cun be correctlydrawn from theee instructions. Tlie Pr^sidealhas seen fit to instruct General Taylor to <! >

what, without his instructions, he could not do.to
call on the gpvcrnor of some of iltc guiles, in certainemergencies, for a part or the militia force of
these States, and you construe these instructions, it
seems, into a virtual approval of your call without the
tuthority of the President, for Louisiana volunteers.
This conclusion appears to me to be palpably erroneous.Indeed, the instructions to Gen.Taylor, tomy
mind, warrant an inference the very reverse of that
which you wish to draw from them.
The President's views in regard to your requisitionupon the governor of Louisiana arc contained

in my letter to you of the 28th ult.
It is quite evident from your request, that I should

approve of your instructions to Gen. Taylor to retainMaj. Gally's command in service, &c., that you
misunderstand your position in regard to the commandinggeneral in Texas. His command is entirelyindependent of you; the orders and instructions
for his conduct emanate only from the government
herr, and you are directed to abstain from all inter- .11
ference with him.

W.L. MARCY,
Secretary of WarGen.Edmiind P. Gaines,

New Orleans, La.

Headquarters Western Division
New Orleans, Sept. 10, 1845.

Sir: I have to acknowledge the honor of youi
letter of the 28th ultimo, containing your instructionsregulating calls for militia to lie employed in
the service of the United States, which shall be implicitlyobserved and obeyed.
From the peculiarly admonitory tone of your letter,1 think myself in honor bound to aver, und nni

prepared to prove that I have never in the ilightr.it itet(retdepartedfrom the rules qf conduct which your inStriteHonsembrace regarding calls for militii or volunteers,and I am very sure that no evidence can be adducedto put me in the wrong, but such evidence as

may be seen in the baseless assertions of intolerant
IKJIIJ wmcin, wiiuo kii ni(, 11 nui upcuijr, ouutaioringto put the government and tvrry man in favor «/
defending ike country tn the wrong Such writers up
marked the character of the advocates of the Hartfordconvention in the year 1814.and such dastardlywriters as the one who qffirially denounced itic
as as interloper, while he was officially endeavoringto starve piy gallant army and myaelf for solicitingthe services of a regiment of brave Louisiana
volunteers, and flying with them to the rescue ofthe
citizens of Florida, whose frontier was bleeding at

every pore; and for beating the enemy, and forring
them to sue fur peace before I had time to go
through the forma of what one of our bureau heroes
deems to be a regular reyuitilion. That bleeding
frontier happened to be a part of my proper command,where war had been commenced on the part
it the enemy by the massacre of United States
officers, soldiers, and citizens, to the amount ofmore
than one hundred.
General Taylor's brigade was, and still is, a part

of nip proper command, being one of the brigades ^
if my division; and it was and is my duty to make
use of every proper means in my power to sustain
it, by reinforcements and supplies of munitions of
var, as it was in the year 1814 in Canada, or in
1836 in Florida, to sustain the heroic volunteers of
New York, Pennsylvania, and Louisiana, with the
(Jutted Suites regulars confided lo my command
while in battle, or preparing for action against n

British veteran army in Canada, or a savage foe in

Florida. I was and am in honor, and in duty, hound
>o act upon precisely the same principle that it is
ilways the duty of a commander of a division far
listanl from the seat of government, to watch over
he safety, and promptly send reinforcements, supplies,and intelligence, to succor and sustain any
Znard or detachment sent off by his own orders, or

iy order of the government, for the attainment of
«ny oratnary or any r-xirnoruinsry onject; or me perormanceof any doty wiJhin or xritknui the United , 18
-katea; not to hamper, embarrnss, or weaken auch
letarhed commander, but to enlighten and itrnigtlun
lim, by promptly supplying him with everythingwhich the unavoidable caaualtiee of miliiary movcTieota,by land or hy water, always produce; and
hus rendering the attainment of the object in view
nore easy and certain. This iadred would have
lieen my duty; if my command had been
imitcd to the city of New Orieane. This is
ihe duty of every general officer of experience
within or near the section of couniry embrn:ingthe theatre of action, or near 'he lim of communicationbetween ih«t theatre of action and the
'ovefnment The first and highest doty of every-.pmmander is cordially nrulfcriently In ea-o/wrats v fh
acA nlktr in carrying into effect ihe gnat consntuioiSalprinciple of our creation a* nicmb'ra of cp
irmy, "hi |apprise tnsnrrectioii and rye'f inrAdcft/'in pent* to prepare far war," and in tear to mnl urd

[Cominntd to pqe 136.]


